
Okubo Responses to non-certified abbreviated requests 
 
Response to  my request for: 
 

12-16-09 
  
Aloha! 
  
Pursuant to "Public Health Regulations", Chapter 8b, 2.6C, I request abbreviated copies of the 
death certificates for Madelyn Payne Dunham and Stanley Ann Dunham. 

 
 
 
Aloha Ms. (redacted), 
  
State law prohibits our agency from disclosing any vital statistics records or information contained in such 
records unless the requestor has a direct and tangible interest in the record, or as otherwise allowed by 
statute or administrative rule. In support of your request for records to which you are not entitled, you 
have quoted Chapter 8B of the Public Health Regulations, Section 2.5B.(2) which states: "A non-certified 
copy containing only such information as is listed in accordance with Section 2.2 may be provided to any 
person or organization requesting it."  If you look at Section 2.2, you will see that the list of vital events 
that is to be made available to the public is only that information which the Director of Health considers 
appropriate.  That information has been codified at Hawaii Revised Statutes, Section 338-18(d) as "index 
data," and includes only name and sex of registrant and type of vital event.  The Director has not 
authorized any additional vital record information to be made public.  In this context, the administrative 
rule you have cited does not provide authority for you to get anything other than the publicly available 
index data.  
  
The death index data for Madelyn Payne Dunham and Stanley Ann Dunham is: 
  
DEATH INDEX 
  
DUNHAM, MADELYN LEE PAYNE 
  
Female 
  

  
DEATH INDEX 
  
DUNHAM, STANLEY ANN 
  
Female 
 

Response to my request for: 

12-10-09 
  
Aloha! 
  
Persuant to Chapter 8b of Public Health Regulations, 2.5(B)(2) I request a non-certified 
abbreviated copy of President Obama's birth certificate, with date of birth and ethnicity redacted. 
 



Aloha Ms. (redacted), 

 

In response to your request: 

State law prohibits our agency from disclosing any vital statistics records or information contained in such 
records unless the requestor has a direct and tangible interest in the record, or as otherwise allowed by 
statute or administrative rule.  Therefore, we cannot send you a non-certified, abbrevated copy of 
President Obama's birth certificate, with date of birth and ethnicity redacted.  Please refer back to the 
entire text of "Public Health Regulations" 8b, adopeted on Feb 23, 1978, for a complete explanation. Sec 
2.5 B(2) refers to Sec. 2.2 which further explains how information is made available. 

In response to my request: 
 

Aloha, 
  
Persuant to Chapter 8b of Public Health Regulations, 2.5(B)(2) I request a non-certified copy of 
the delayed birth certificate for President Obama. 

 
Aloha Ms. (redacted), 
 
In response to your multiple requests: 
State law prohibits our agency from disclosing any vital statistics records or information contained in such 
records unless the requestor has a direct and tangible interest in the record, or as otherwise allowed by 
statute or administrative rule.  As it relates to your request, state law or Hawaii Revised Statutes §338-18 
supersede department administrative rules.  
 
In response to my request: 
 

12-22-09 
  
Aloha, Ms. Okubo. 
  
Pursuant to UIPA and the express authorization for disclosure found in "Public Health 
Regulations", Chapter 8b, 2.8, C, I request a non-cerrtified copy of the marriage certificate for the 
marriage uniting Barack Hussein Obama and Stanley Ann Dunham. 

 
 
Aloha Ms. (redacted), 
 
The Department of Health has responded to your previous e-mail requesting a non-certified copy of a vital 
record; please refer to the response sent on Dec. 11 regarding non-certified copies of vital records. 
 
 
So that shows how Okubo responds to requests for non-certified copies – even if the record (supposedly) 
doesn’t exist (such as a delayed birth certificate for Obama): the response is that they can’t reveal 
anything except index data. (These requests and responses were directly to Janice Okubo’s e-mail 
address. Through 1-29-10 all e-mails I received from the HDOH office had at the bottom of the e-mail: 
 

Janice Okubo 

Hawaii State Department of Health 



Starting with 2-17-11 this was at the bottom of the emails: 
 

Hawaii Department of Health 

Public Information Office staff 

  

Send mail to:  

State Department of Health 

Office of Health Status Monitoring 

Issuance/Vital Statistics Section/UIPA Request 

Honolulu, HI 97801 

hdohinfo@doh.hawaii.gov 

 
So up until Feb of 2011 Okubo answered the e-mails. My request for the non-certified abbreviated birth 
certificate for Tomiyo or Virginia Sunahara was sent on May 17

th
 and the response was received May 28

th
 

– much quicker than Okubo usually responded. The office worker I spoke to said that all requests related 
to Obama went directly to Janice Okubo. That includes all index data requests, as Janice Okubo told 
Mark Niesse that all index data requests are really about Obama. 
 
MORE INFO FOR THOSE WHO ARE GLUTTONS FOR PUNISHMENT (lol): 
 
Regarding whether Okubo can disclose that Obama has a delayed birth certificate (by denying access 
and thus confirming that the record exists) -  Okubo has claimed several times that they can’t disclose 
ANYTHING ABOUT a vital record (I don’t have access to my “Sent” e-mails from the time period when I 
was making the requests - darn compressed DBX files. Sigh -  but I also requested a copy of Obama’s 
Certificate of Hawaiian Birth.  The response I received was that nothing about a birth certificate could be 
disclosed.) The legal status of the record is not confidential information from a birth certificate – since the 
BC# (which tells the legal status of a record – since late records have an “L” in front of the BC# and 
COHB’s are numbered totally differently) was actually REQUIRED to be included in public index data until 
the mid-80’s (IIRC)   
 
(Interesting that Chiyome Fukino had no problem revealing in July 2009 that Honolulu, HI is listed as the 
place of birth in the “vital recordS” for Obama… So much for “we can’t reveal anything from a vital 
record”…) 
 
I pointed out that the difference between index data and a non-certified abbreviated certificate – which is 
expressly allowed by the rules and thus doesn’t fall under any prohibition in HRS 338-18(a) and is not 
certified so it doesn’t fall under any prohibition in HRS 338-18(b) – is that a non-certified copy expressly 
shows the LEGAL STATUS of the record, and thus LEGAL STATUS of the record is discloseable simply 
by the provisions in the Administrative Rules (which Okubo acknowledged has never been amended). 
Okubo kept claiming that HRS 338-18 and the Administrative Rules are in conflict but I clearly showed 
that they are not. The rules authorizing the issuance of non-certified abbreviated copies do not conflict 
with HRS 338-18 whatsoever.  
 
The reason an abbreviated copy is allowed above and beyond index data is so that the legal validity of 
the document can be known by anybody. The danger of a non-certified copy being used to create a 
forgery is mitigated by the HDOH’s ever-changing certificate borders, seals, etc. 

mailto:hdohinfo@doh.hawaii.gov


 
 
But even a request for index data allows disclosure of a record’s legal validity. There are different index 
lists for certificates of different legal status. For instance, the retention schedule lists a DOH record called 
“Index of Foreign Births” (note that though access to the actual certificates is restricted, access to the 
INDEX is not restricted). The HDOH has denied that this list exists. : 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another index list is the index to delayed birth certificates: 



 

And yet another is the index to Certificates of Hawaiian Birth: 

 

 



The HDOH initially said they did not have a Hawaiian Birth Index. Then they said they couldn’t disclose it. 

Eventually they disclosed it. This image of one of the pages is copied from 

http://myveryownpointofview.wordpress.com/extra-extra-announcing-obamas-birth/ya-cant-always-

get-what-ya-want/  : 

 

 

Also at that site, it’s reported that a visitor to the HDOH office said this: “In the second assignment I was 

requested to inspect the four Birth Data Index types.  (General, Late/delayed, Foreign, Hawaiian)  and 

get supporting documentation. …I requested each index separately (total of four) for the year 1961. 

http://myveryownpointofview.wordpress.com/extra-extra-announcing-obamas-birth/ya-cant-always-get-what-ya-want/
http://myveryownpointofview.wordpress.com/extra-extra-announcing-obamas-birth/ya-cant-always-get-what-ya-want/


Jesse said the only one he had was the index to General Births and had no knowledge of the other 

three.” 

 

Yet the “For Office Use Only” portion of the request form for a certified copy of a birth certificate 

(found at http://hawaii.gov/health/vital-records/pdf/birth.pdf ) has this: 

 

 

 

Presumably the HBC refers to “Hawaiian Birth Certificate” and DBC refers to “Delayed Birth Certificate” 

NR presumably refers to “No Record”:  

 

So the legal status of the record apparently ties into how the office workers locate that record. It seems 

like the existence of those indices should be known to the office workers. 

The use of “index data” is totally worthless if the HDOH can’t reveal whether the index data they give is 

from an index of legally valid records, or non-valid records. 

 

 

 

 

http://hawaii.gov/health/vital-records/pdf/birth.pdf

